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If an R-1 apartment or condo building is required to be sprinklered by CBC 
Section 904.2.9, and it is protected throughout with a full NFPA 13 system 
instead of a 13-R system, can the sprinklers then be used to substitute for 
one-hour construction requirements?  
 
No. Section 508, 2001 California Building Code, allows for fire sprinkler 
substitution to the one-hour requirement only when the sprinklers are not 
required by other sections of the code. Section 904.2.9 requires an automatic 
sprinkler system to be installed in Group R, Division 1 Occupancies. 
Consequently, the sprinkler substitution for 1-hour construction does not apply in 
this case.   
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